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In response to tbe Office Action mailed February 24, 2004, Applicant hereby traverses 
the restriction requirement and requests reconsideration and withdrawal of such requirement. 
A. THE RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

The Office Action assens that restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under35U.S.C. §121: 

I. Claims I -35, 40-57 and 59, which the Office Action indicates are classified in 

class 707, subclass 104.1; and 

II. Claims 36-39 and 58, which the Office Action indicates are classified in class 
707, subclass XOL 

The Office Action assens that the inventions in die two groups are related as 
subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single combination. The Office Action funher 
assens that the subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be separately 
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usable. The Office Action aiisens ihat in the instant case, invention Group I has separate uiiliry 
such as a method for providing an education decision suppon library in an educational 
environment to enable user access to information, over a processor based network, wherein the 
information assists the user in making a decision in the educational environment, the method 
comprising the steps of loading operational data from one or more sources into a database. 

The Office Action funher as^rr^ that invention of Group H has separate utility such 
as a method for enabling an administrator to access data relating to the operation of an 
educational insiiiution, the method comprising applying a business rule lo the operational data 
collected for one or marc admini:>trativc topics telaicd to ihc educational insiiiution- 

The Office Action asserts that because the inventions are distinci for rhe reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, 
restriction for examination purposes is proper. The Office Action further asserts chat the 
inventions are also distinct since the search for Group I is not required for Group H. Further, the 
Office Action assens that the inventions have acquired a separate statu$ in the an because of 
their recognized divergent subject matter. 

B. ELECTION 

In the event that die restriction requirement is not withdrawn. Applicant hereby 
provisionally elects Group I, claims 1-35, 40-57 and 59, with traverse. 

C. TRAVERSAL 

Applicant respectfully traverses the restriction requirement. It is respectfully subniiited 
that a complete and thorough search of the claims idenufied above as belonging to Group l 
would involve a search of the areas relevant to the non-elecied claims of Group U, and visa- 
versa. Applicant notes that both assened inventions are in the same class. Further, Applicant 
notes that such above claims have received 4 first Office Action on the merits. Accordingly, it 
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would appear that ihe search for both assened inventions has already been performed. 
Accordingly, Applicant submits thai the burden on the Exaaiinei: does not warrant requiring 
Applicant to pay duplicative PTO fees and perform duplicative prosecution to obtain patent 
protection for the present invention. 

Withdrawal of the restriction requirement is respectfully requested. However, as noted 
above. Applicant respectfully elects Group I in the event that the restriction requirement is not 

withdrawn. 

D- CONCLUSION 

Applicant believes that no fees are necessary in connection with the filing of this 
document. In the event any fees are necessary, please charge or credit any such fees, including 
fees for any extensions of time, to the undersigned's Deposit Account No, 50-0206. 

Funher to the Exaniiner Interview of October 2, 2003, Applicant and Applicant's 
repreiientacive looks forward to working with the Examiner in the further prosecution of this 
application. Tbe Examiner is respectfully requested to call Applicant's undersigned 
representative at the telephone number below at such time as would assist in the examination of 
the application. 



Hunton & Williams IXP 
Intellecmal Property Department 
1900 K Street, NW, Suite 1200 
Washington, D,C. 20006-1109 
(202) 955-1500 (Telephone) 
(202) 778-2201 (Facsimile) 



Date: March 24, 2004 
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